best special section
This category was once again very challenging to judge, with so many incredible products in the same category. In my opinion, while a glossy full-colour
cover adds to the “prettiness” and salability of the product, I tried to weigh heavily the content found with it more so than the impressiveness of the cover. And
these supplements certainly didn’t disappoint. The Gleaner’s 150th Anniversary feature was pretty spectacular, and not one sector of the community was left off
the list, including sports photos, an incredible collection of historical fact and even old ads. I felt this piece was something the entire community would be
proud of. The second and third place both go to supplements that featured the younger demographic. The Young Achievers feature gives $40,000 to young
leaders destined for greatness, and the Spring School Edition did a great job of featuring school aged students and athletes, and I was impressed by the
advertising found in it from schools. All of these features, I felt, would remain in the home of subscribers for weeks, even years, to come. Congratulations to all.
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Extracurricular activities energize Hollan

Ms. Dujay’s Grade 2 class, pictured

BETHANN G. MERKLE
olla nd Elementa r y
School’s mission and
vision are straightforward and student-centered:
I care for others, I
Learn,
“I
am responsib le. Holland
School is a sa fe, active,
inclusive, English learning
com mu n it y. We respect

H

after winning the Golden Shoe in

ourselves, others, and the environment. Together we share
a joy of learning. We believe in
curiosity, autonomy, imagination, and success for all.”
Lisa Larente, Principal
of Holland Elementa ry, recently spoke with the Quebec
Chronicle Telegraph about
the myriad extracurricular
activities that ensure

gym class.

students are active and
having fun at school. Larente
said, “We have a suite of
activities, including several
basketball teams, cheerleading, music clubs, deck hockey,
a Mad Science club, and even
a decathlon group that will
compete in the local decathlon this spring.” Additional
activities planned in the near

Label /

ve team won silver
Mr. Russel Grocock. The competiti
The grade 5-6 team, coached by
medals in the city league in 2012.

future include an annual
winter carnival, complete
with an ice skating outing
and a school-wi de Winter
Olympics.
These opportun ities to
practice teamwork and fair
play are only part of the
activity package at Holland
Elementar y. Larente emphasized the role of an active

parent-teacher organization
which has a hand in a number
of communit y-building and
citizenship initiatives . For
example, Larente highlighted
a special fundraising effort
which took place before
Christmas.
Dubbed “Holland Gives
Back,” the pilot project
aimed to help children experience the power of giving
back to their communi ty
during the holidays. Larente
explained , “Students were
actively involved in raising

funds to support a Grade 1
special-needs student. The
goal was to raise enough to
give this child a special-needs
bicycle. There were coin jars
in every classroom, and other
activities took place to raise
funds.”
T he ef for t w a s a r e sounding success. Larente
elaborated, “In the end, we
raised three times the target
amount, and were able to give
the child much more than
a bicycle. The initiative resulted in students throughout
the school bonding with the
recipient, taking ownership
for that child’s welfare. The
students were very excited
about the project, and we
hope to do something similar
in 2013.”
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