best municipal/civic affairs story
The competition as a whole — I was a bit surprised at the dearth of enterprise stories in this category. Many of the entries simply reported on meetings of
one sort or another, with no effort made to follow up what took place (or was said) at the meeting and dig a little deeper into the topic.
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Arviat’s polar bear monitor works the ove
rnight

“It’s a good job, a bit scary at
times”
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An unusual subject and a nicely written story that picks up all
the loose ends. Clever lead! It lacks only a comment or two
from dog team owners and/or other area residents.

‘...She would have had a chance’

Private investigation fees into
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attack climbing

Carmen Marie Fabio

carmen.fabio@yourlocaljournal.ca

cardiac arrest
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But with only two ambulances in the region, the family
had to wait and watch as their
daughter slowly slipped away.
According to some firefighters, it could have been a much
quicker response time had the
Low fire department been dispatched as first responders.
They could have, at least, administered CPR while waiting for
paramedics.
“In that case, we could have
done something. We have a defibrillator,” said Lieutenant
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such a program, no matter
how little the program may cost
taxpayers.
“This is an internal issue
and it wasn’t budgeted for – it’s
as simple as that,” said Gnarowski. “For people here, even
if it means $250 a year, that’s
a lot. It really bites into their
fixed income.” With the election
around the corner, the municipality thought it best to wait for
a new council to reconsider the
first responders program.
Part of the reason Brownrigg and Rice feel the program is
so important is because of Low’s
aging population.
Out of the 920 people who
0DXULFH0HUFLHUVD\VKLVGDXJKWHUP
D\VWLOOEHDOLYHLI/RZKDGDÀUVWUHlive in the village, 31 per cent are
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over the age of 55. The municipality receives about 60 ambulance calls a year; 40 per cent of
those calls are for the elderly.
The Low Firefighters Association is hoping to drum up support for the program and it already has about 180 people who
signed a letter of support.
Brownrigg and Rice are calling on the public to voice their
support at council’s next public
meeting Oct. 2.
services. He explained that the
response time for a call like this
would have been about seven

minutes.
Brownrigg and a group of
fellow firefighters presented a
plan to council Nov. 20, 2012 that
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The Low Down to Hull
& Back News
A well-written story which understated the
emotional aspect but worked in very effectively
the reference to the father fighting back tears.
The comments from the municipal official kept
things in balance.
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We’re please to introduce
the SAQ products.
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CARMEN MARIE
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Your Local Journal

ANDREW McCLELLAND,
Quebec Farmers’ Advocate

Good job of finding and using multiple sources
to illuminate a story where all the facts weren’t
yet known.

PETER VARGA,
Nunatsiaq News

Judge: David Gordon, Professor Emeritus of Communication & Journalism, University of Wisconsin,Wisconsin
• Number of entries in the Best Municipal / Civic Affairs Story category: 28
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