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CORY WILSON 
Equity Reporter
CALUMET ISLAND July 5, 2013

On a very warm Friday evening, a sea ofbodies draped in pink jerseys filled the
soccer field in Calumet Island for a game.The athletes sporting the jerseys weresoccer players from the Association du
Soccer du Pontiac (ASP).

“All of the players here today are from
Bryson and Calumet Island,” said memberof the ASP Committee Julie Ryan. “Betweenthe two municipalities there were 77 soccerplayers this season from ages four to 18.”All of the players wore the same colour

jerseys in order to raise awareness for
breast cancer.

ASP members provided all of the
uniforms for their players this year.

The backs of their pink jerseys bore theribbon logo that represents breast cancerawareness.
Sixteen-year-old Justin Chabot from

Calumet Island hand drew the logos on theback of every jersey in exchange for a $2donation for each jersey.
According to Chabot, he has raised over$130 to date that will be going to the CureFoundation, which focuses on breast

cancer research.

The referee for the game and ASP
Committee member, Chantal Corriveau
presented Chabot with a gift in order torecognize his contribution to the Cure
Foundation.

The gift was a statue of ‘Grumpy’ fromSnow White and the Seven Dwarfs.
“He’s not actually a grumpy person,” saidCorriveau with a laugh. “He just likes thecharacter.” 

Cory Wilson, THE EQUITYOn stage at Coronation Hall in Bristol is DirectorGeneral for the MRC Pontiac Remi Bertrand, makinga presentation on amalgamation on Saturdaymorning.
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ANDREA CRANFIELD
Equity Editor
PONTIAC July 10, 2013

Recently workers from a marketing firm called PerformancePromotions have been calling small business owners in thearea trying to sell advertising on behalf of Valu-mart inShawville. Valu-mart employee Joanne Dumouchel said thestore is not trying to sell advertising; it’s a fraud.“A lot of small businesses have been asked to get involved inbuying advertising on a type of a white board or a calendarboard or something,” said Dumouchel. “They’ve been telling thelocal businesses that our store, Valu-mart, will be handing outthese boards to our customers but we don’t have anything todo with it, we haven’t authorized that.”
Several business owners who were contacted byPerformance Promotions later called Valu-mart to ask aboutthe promotion. When they called, Dumouchel told them it wasa fraud but she is worried that some people may have boughtinto the scam.
“I don’t know who all has been approached,” saidDumouchel.

Please see POLICE page two

Valu-mart used in fraudCORY WILSON 
Equity Reporter
PONTIAC June 24, 2013

On June 24, the Outaouais region
including Pontiac, was hit with a
severe storm that left many homes
without power. The severity of the
storm made it so that many homes
were still left without power until the
morning hours of June 25.

According to the Regional and
Community Affairs Director for Hydro-
Québec, Julie Leonard, in the event of
power outages, Hydro-Québec initiates
procedures in order to ensure the
return of power as soon as possible. 

Leonard said that 1,500 Hydro-
Québec customers were without elec-
tricity throughout the Outaouais area. 

“However, by June 25 all power was
restored in the affected areas,” she
said.

She added that Hydro-Québec
repair crews were sent from Maniwaki,
Gatineau and Campbell’s Bay to tend
to the areas throughout Pontiac that
were without electricity. 

Leonard explained that there are
several reasons to explain the long
waits experienced by Hydro-Québec
customers waiting to have their power
returned.

“During a storm it is difficult to
make repairs, so more often than not
Hydro-Québec has to wait until the
storm is completely finished in order to
begin making repairs,” said Leonard.
“During these outages it’s not simply a
matter of just flicking a switch and
having power completely restored.”

Leonard explained that making
these repairs is a difficult and time-
consuming process.

Please see STORM page two

Storm causes outages

CORY WILSON 
Equity Reporter
BRISTOL July 6, 2013
Amalgamation is still a hot topic in Pontiac and on Saturdaymorning the conversation continued with a presentation atCoronation Hall in Bristol.

Director General (DG) for the MRC Pontiac Remi Bertrandled the presentation.
“I want to make it clear that amalgamation is not happen-ing here today,” said Bertrand.
He went on to highlight the process that led to wherePontiac stands today regarding amalgamation.Bertrand said that from 2006 to 2008 public consultationswere held to establish a strategic development plan forPontiac.
“They (public consultations) indicated that over and abovethe various development sectors that showcase potential fordevelopment, there was an overwhelming need to review ourgovernance,” said Bertrand.
He went on to explain that the MRC council of mayorsissued a pre-feasibility study to evaluate all 18 municipalitieswithin Pontiac.
The DG said that this was done in order to obtain an exter-nal opinion on the current structure and propose scenarios torespond to a series of declining issues in Pontiac.“Now that we have received the results from the pre-feasi-bility study, we are at the stage of validating the recommen-dations with the various groups in the territory (Pontiac) i.e. –professionals, associations, citizens, elected officials, cot-tagers, etc.,” said Bertrand.

The presentation in Bristol on Saturday was the first of fourconsultations regarding amalgamation that are scheduled forthe month of July.
“After the July consultations, all of the results will be pre-sented to the council of mayors in August where they willdebate and propose a final scenario to the 18 municipalitiesfor their review,” said Bertrand.

Please see AMALGAMATION page two

Discussing
amalgamation

Low water leaves
resident wondering 

Soccer players representing Bryson andCalumet Island, from the Association du Soccerdu Pontiac (ASP) wore pink on Friday at thesoccer field in Calumet Island.
Cory Wilson, THE EQUITY

ANDREA CRANFIELD
Equity Editor
BRISTOL July 10, 2013

With so much rain, water levels have beenvery high in most places in Pontiac this sum-mer and flooding has occurred in severalmunicipalities.
So when Robert Proulx of Bristol stated thatthe water level in front of his house was verylow, he recognized that it sounded a bitunusual.
“We live on the waterfront between Bristoland Quyon and we're very concerned aboutthe way they (Ontario Power Generation) havedropped the water level. Everybody's com-plaining about the high water level but we arein an area above the dam where they continu-ously play with the level of the water,” he said.

Ontario Power Generation (OPG) controlsthe Chats Falls dam letting water in and out byProulx's house. The Ottawa River RegulatoryBoard deals with the water management planfor the Chats Falls Lake area, where Proulxlives.
The Bristol resident said that the water inthe peninsula where he lives is so low thatmany spawning beds in the river laid by fishhave dried up.
“At the end of April, (beginning of) May, thewater went down. It was down after the ice(melted) but that's the main period for thepickerel, bass and pike to spawn. Since thenthey have spawned and they've (OPG) loweredthe water and destroyed millions of (fish)eggs,” said Proulx.

Please see WATER page two

Laurena Matechuk
Real Estate Broker

819-458-1989 Kathy Matechuk
Real Estate Broker

819-458-3197
VALLÉE DE L’OUTAOUAIS Email:

kathymatechuk@gmail.com

SAND BAY
Sand Bay cottage. Large lot, garage,
gazebo, large rooms, open concept. 

CALUMET ISLAND
Waterfront on the Ottawa River on
Grand Calumet Island. Very private,
two bedroom get-away.

NEAR QUYON
Bungalow on an acre lot near
Quyon. Very well maintained, large
garage and landscaped. Priced to
sell at $86,000.

THORNE LAKE
Cottage on a large lot on Thorne
Lake. Garage, treed lot. Worth a
visit.

COUNTRY HOME
Country home with 2 bedrooms.
Many renovations. New windows,
hardwood, garage, well landscaped.E-mail:

Lmmatechuk@hotmail.com

NEAR SHAWVILLE
Great starter home on a large lot.
Garage, landcaped, steel roof and
newer windows Located just mins
from Shawville. $79,900.

NORWAY BAY
Norway Bay home or cottage. Large
yard, double garage, great location.
Worth a visit!

We’ve got it all - cottage, farm, homes! Call the Matechuk team.

NORWAY BAY
Cottage on a large lot in Norway
Bay. Great location! Take a look!

CLOSE TO SHAWVILLE
Cute, well maintained bungalow, just
mins. from Shawville. Estate sale,
some inclusions including extra lot. 3
bedrooms, 1 bathroom.

Link: royallepageoutaouais.ca 
OR withanagent.com
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John Jantak and
Carmen Marie Fabio

Your Local Journal

� e Quebec environment was ex-

pected to intervene to stop devel-

oper Benjamin Wygodny, the owner 

of Vaudreuil-Dorion’s to Lac Chérie, 

from draining water from the area 

that many residents, including Mayor 

Guy Pilon and council members, say 

should be preserved for its environ-

mental uniqueness.

“We knew it was private property 

when we came here,” said resident 

Gerry Sly who moved to his home 

right near the lake a year ago, “but they 

originally said they were going to build 

around the lake, not � ll it in.”

Pilon told Your Local Journal as of 

press time yesterday afternoon about 

the planned intervention. He added 

that water was no longer being drained 

because the pump had become 

clogged with silt and stopped working.

Residents noticed the pump adja-

cent on Monday morning and alerted 

city o�  cials who were considering ap-

plying for a court injunction to shut 

o�  the pump. Wygodny, a developer, 

started to � ll the lake in mid-August 

for a proposed residential property de-

velopment.
� at’s when the � ght to save Lac 

Chérie began in earnest after resi-

dents spotted dump trucks entering 

the property and � lling the lake with 

land� ll. 
� e Quebec environment ministry 

was noti� ed and quickly intervened, 

ordering the dumping to stop until an 

environmental impact assessment is 

completed to determine whether the 

lake actually conforms to provincial 

guidelines established to protect and 

preserve wetlands. 

Almost three weeks later on Sep-

tember 3, several residents who live 

near Lac Chérie appealed to council 

and Mayor Guy Pilon to take some sort 

of action to protect the lake from de-

velopment. He empathized with the 

residents saying he would prefer to 

have the lake preserved, but because 

it’s on private property, the city has few 

options available.  

Continued on page 18
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Treasure hunt
Saturday, September 28 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

A garage sale where everything is free! 

Go hunters!
Participating addresses will be 

posted on the Town’s website

 on September 27 at 4 p.m.

www.ville.saint-lazare.qc.ca/e
n/chasseauxtresors 

450-424-8000 ext 214

Lac Chérie water pump stops working as
environment ministry prepares to intervene

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

� e dark horizontal line indicates the drop in 

water level as the landowner Benjamin Wy-

godny began pumping Lac Chérie into a local 

waterway that drains into Lake of Two Moun-

tains. As of press time, the pumping had been 

halted.

PHOTO BY CARMEN MARIE FABIO

Resident Gerry Sly has vowed to vocally protest attempts to drain and � ll Vaudreuil-Dorion’s Lac Chérie, a move that he says will bring thousands of trucks carting � ll to the quiet residential

community, as well as devestate local fauna.
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ANDREA CRANFIELD
The Equity

Excellent writing and vivid quotes make this a great story about

perceived low water levels in the Chats Falls Lake area, which just

ends a little flat with there being likely nothing wrong.

Judge: David Secko, Associate Professor, Concordia University/Department of Journalism, Montreal, QC • Number of entries in the Best Environmental Story category: 24

CARMEN MARIE FABIO

& JOHN JANTAK
Your Local Journal

This is a clear, engaging story about the fight to stop the 

development of a private lake in Vaudreuil-Dorion.

Great photos add to the importance and feel of the story.
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PIÈCES PICHÉ

GATINEAU  925, ch. de Masson (Québec) J8M 1A6819 986-7805

$18999
1/4” IMPACT DRIVER KIT
DWT DCF885C2 NEW

• Compact, lightweight design
fits into tight areas

• Ergonomic handle delivers 
comfort and control

• Belt hook included for portability
• Includes (2) 20 V MAX lithium ion

1.5 Ah battery packs

Traditional braces and modern alternatives ( Invisalign®, IncognitoTM, Damon® )Only practice in Gatineau-Ottawa to offer digital tooth impression and 3D x-raysAmple free parking        Flexible financial arrangements        Evening and early morning hours

The first and only full-time orthodontic practice in Aylmer!

Dr. Brent Côté, DMD, MSc, Dip Ortho, FRCD(C)Certified Specialist in Orthodontics

Specialised orthodontic care for children, teens and adults.

Glenwood Plaza, 210 Aylmer Road, Gatineau •  819.685.0808 •  info@OrthoOutaouais.ca •  NO REFERRAL REQUIRED!

819 986-3552
110, rue Georges, Gatineau

encanlarose.com

The Larose
Flea Market
in Masson :
The Other Way
to Shop!

facebook.com/encanlarose

OPEN ALL YEAR

Ottawa Riverkeeper concerned: Testing reveals “disturbing levels of E. coli” in Hull’s Brewery Creek

Ottawa Riverkeeper Meredith Brown reports that the high level of E. coli found by recent testing in Hull’s BreweryCreek indicates contamination by raw sewage, and a threat to human health.
PHOTO: ALEXANDRA CAMPEAU

Laurent Robillard-Cardinal
Recent testing has revealed poor water quality in BreweryCreek. “The water in Brewery Creek is being polluted byuntreated sewage spilling into the creek through combinedsewers,” confirmed Meredith Brown, Executive Director forthe Ottawa Riverkeeper. “What’s critical at this point is to first,find the origin of all of the discharges; second, develop a planfor solving the problem; and third, implement that plan asquickly as possible.”

Over the summer, the Ottawa Riverkeeper with the help oftheir Riverwatch citizens group, The Friends of Brewery Creek,conducted a Bioblitz and tested Brewery Creek’s water. Whilethey encountered a healthy diversity of plants, fish and birds, -including both rare and endangered species such as the butter-nut tree, as well as invasive species, such as the emerald ashborer - they also discovered a disturbingly high level of E. colibacteria in Brewery Creek, which encircles the island of Hull.Tests conducted by the Ottawa Riverkeeper between Juneand September 2013 revealed that Brewery Creek containsextremely high levels of E. coli bacteria, a subgroup of fecalcoliforms in the arm of the Ottawa River. Fecal coliforms bac-teria are generally found in the intestines of many humans;however, a high level of them in water can indicate the pres-ence of pathogens, which can cause serious illness. “Accordingto Health Canada’s Guidelines for Recreational Water Quality,water with E. coli counts greater than 400 CFU (colony form-ing units) per 100 mL is deemed polluted and unsafe. OttawaRiverkeeper water-testing results revealed E. coli levels as highas 4400 CFU per 100 mL sample,” indicated Alexandra Brett,Director of Communications for the Ottawa Riverkeeper.NEW HIRING FOR QUEBEC OPERATIONSThe tests were a warning for Adèle Michon, the newDirector of Quebec Operations for the Ottawa Riverkeeper.“On the one hand we have people talking about creating park-land on the banks of the creek, improving the cycling and walk-ing access, and possibly even using the creek for paddle sports.On the other hand, our water quality results show that thecreek is seriously polluted,” she said. Their tests are the onlydata available of Brewery Creek’s water quality. “Before webegin to consider various recreational uses for the creek, weneed to clean it up. With municipal elections in November, thisis great time for citizens to get involved. They have a right toclear answers from candidates on what they’ll do to ensure thisarm of the Ottawa River is cleaned up.”
continued on page 8
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LAURENT 

ROBILLARD-CARDINAL
The West Quebec Post

Robillard-Cardinal’s story provides a crisp introduction, alerting

readers to E.coli levels of 4440 CFU/100 ml in Brewery Creek.

This is followed up with great context of the decade-long struggle

to revive the Creek. Well done.


