BEST ENVIRONMENTAL STORY

LAURENT
ROBILLARD-CARDINAL
The West Quebec Post

Robillard-Cardinal’s story provides a crisp iqtroduction, alerting
readers to E.coli levels of 4440 CFU/100 ml in Brewery Creek.
This is followed up with great context of the decade-long struggle
to revive the Creek. Well done.
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This is a clear, engaging story about the figf.lt to stF)p the
development of a private lake in Vaudreuil-Dorion.
Great photos add to the importance and feel of the story.
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Ottawa Riverkeeper concerned: Testing reveals
“disturbing levels

in Hull’s Brewery Creek

Laurent Robillard-Cardinal

Recent testing has revealed poor water quality in Brewery
Creek. “The water in Brewery Creek is being polluted by
untreated sewage spilling into the creck through combined
sewers,” confirmed Meredith Brown, Executive Director for
the Ottawa Riverkeeper. “What'’s critical at this point s to first,
find the origin of all of the discharges; second, develop a plan
for solving the problem; and third, implement that plan as
quickly as possible.”

Over the summer, the Ottawa Riverkeeper with the help of
their Riverwatch citizens group, The Friends of Brewery Creek,
conducted a Bioblitz and tested Brewery Creek’s water. While
they encountered a healthy diversity of plants, fish and birds, -
including both rare and endangered species such as the butter-
nut tree, as well as invasive species, such as the emerald ash
borer - they also discovered a disturbingly high level of E. coli
bacteria in Brewery Creck, which encircles the island of Hull,

of E. coli”

extremely high levels of E. coli bacteria, a subgroup of fecal
coliforms in the arm of the Ottawa River, Fecal coliforms bac-
teria are generally found in the intestines of many humans;
however, a high level of them in Wwater can indicate the pres-
ence of pathogens, which can cause serious illness. “According
to Health Canada’s Guidelines for Recreational Water Quality,
water with E. coli counts greater than 400 CFU (colony form-
ing units) per 100 mL is deemed polluted and unsafe. Ottawa
Riverkeeper water-testing results revealed E. coli levels as high
as 4400 CFU per 100 mL sample,” indicated Alexandra Brett,
Director of Communications for the Ottawa Riverkeeper.
NEW HIRING FOR QUEBEC OPERATIONS

The tests were a warning for Adele Michon, the new

Director of Quebec Operations

creek is seriously polluted,” she said. Their tests are the only
data available of Brewery Creek’s water quality. “Before we
begin to consider various recreational uses for the creek, we
need to clean it up. With municipal elections in November, this
is great time for citizens to get involved. They have a right to
clear answers from candidates on what they’ll do to ensure this
arm of the Ottawa River is cleaned up.”

in Hull’s Brewery
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CORY WILSON
Equity Reporter
CALUMET ISLAND July 5, 2013

On a very warm Friday evening, a sea of
bodies draped in pink jerseys filled the
soccer field in Calumet Island for a game.

The athletes sporting the jerseys were
soccer players from the Association du
Soccer du Pontiac (ASP).

“All of the players here today are from
Bryson and Calumet Island,” said member
of the ASP Committee Julie Ryan. “Between
the two municipalities there were 77 soccer
players this season from ages four to 18.”

Allof the players wore the same colour

breast cancer.

awareness.

wrw.champlain.ca

Thursday, September 26, 2013
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ANDREA CRANFIELD
The Equity

Excellent writing and vivid quotes make this a great story. ab(?ut
perceived low water levels in the Chats Falls Lak§ area, which just
ends a little flat with there being likely nothing wrong.
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Storm causes outages

CORY WILSON
Equiy Reporter
PONTIAC Jure 24, 2013
On June 24, the Outaouais region
including Pontiac, was it with

without power. The scverity of the
Storm made it o that many homes  waits experienced by Hydro Quées
were sl eft without power until the  customers waiting to have thei power
morning hours of June 25 returned.
Aéxerfing 1a e Regional and  “During a storm it is difficult 10
Lomiencesty Jstu Camctor for Hydro-  make repairs, 5o more often tha ey
i, Jile Lovmaad. in the Hydro-Québec has to wait until the
storm is completely finished in order to
egin making repairs,” said Leonard,
“During these outages i’s not simply a.

explained that  making
these repairs s a diffcult and time.
consuming process,

Please see STORM page two

We've gﬁn

25 all power was
Bd areas,” she

jerseys in order to raise awareness for

ASP members provided all of the
uniforms for their players this year.

The backs of their pink jerseys bore the
ribbon logo that represents breast cancer

Sixteen-year-old Justin Chabot from
Calumet Island hand drew the logos on the
back of every jersey in exchange for a $2
donation for each jersey.

According to Chabot, he has raised over
$130 to date that will be going to the Cure
Foundation, which focuses on breast
cancer rescarch.

Soccer players representing Bryson and
Calumet Island, from the Association du Soccer
du Pontiac (ASP) wore pink on Friday at the
soccer field in Calumet Island,

The referee for the game and ASP
Committee member, Chantal Corriveau
presented Chabot with a gift in order to
recognize his contribution to the Cure
Foundation

The gift was a statue of ‘Grumpy’ from
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

“He's not actually a grumpy person,” said
Corriveau with a laugh. “He just likes the
character.”
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Low water leaves

resident wondering

ANDREA CRANFIELD
Eauiy Editor
BRISTOL iy 10, 2013

With 50 much rain, water levels have been
very high in most places in Pontiac this sum-
mer and fooding has occurred in several
municipaliies

So when Rabert Proul of Bristl tated that
the water level in front of his house was very

fo the Chats Falls Lake area, where Proulx
lives,

‘The Bristol resident said that the water in
the peninsula where he lives is so low that
many spawning beds in the river laid by fish

low, be recogaized. that it sounded & bit have dried up.
unuisual, “At the end of Apri, (beginning of) May, the
e on the walerfront between Brstol  water went down. It s down afer 1o

and Quyon and we're very concerned about
the way they (Ontario Power Generation) have.
dropped the water level, Everybory's com.
Plaining about the high water level but we are
in an area above the dam where they continr.
ously play with the level of the water,” he said.

(amelted) but that's the main period for the
pickerel, bass and pike to spawn. Since then
they have spawned and they've (PG lowered
the water and destroyed millons of (ish)
cggs,” said Protix

Please see WATER page two
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BRISTOL July 6, 2013

imalgamation is still a hot topic in Pontiac and on Saturday
morning the conversation continuicd with a presentation 11
Coronation Hall in Bristol,

Director General (DG) for the MRC Pontiac Remi Bertrand

led the presentation,

71 want to make it clear that amalgamation is not happen-
ing here today, said Bertrand.

He went on to highlight the process that led to where
Pontiac stands today regarding smalgamation.

Bertrand said that from 2006 to 2008 public consultations
were held 1o establish a strategic development plan for
Pontiac.

“They (public consultations) indicated that over and above
the various development sectors that showease potential for
development, there was an overwhelming nced to review oLy
governance,” said Bertrand.

nt on to explain that the MRC council of mayors
issued a pre-feasibiliy study to evaluate all 18 municipalies
within Pontiac.

‘The DG said that this was done in order 1o obtain an exter-
nal opinion on the current structure and propose scenarins o
respond to a series of declining issucs in Pontiac.

+Now that we have received the results from the pre-feasi.

professionals, associations, citizens, elected officials, ot
tagers, etc.” said Bertrand,

The presentation i Bristol on Saturday was the first of four
consultations regarding amalgamation that are schedled for
the month of July.

“Aftr the July consultations, all of the results will e pre-
sented to the council of mayors in August where they will
debate and propose a final scenario 10 the 18 municipalitics
o their review," said Bertrand.

Please see AMALGAMATION page two

On stage at Coronation Hall in Bristol s Director
General for the MRC Pontiac Remi Bertrand, making
2 presentation on amalgamation on Saturday
morning,

Valu-mart used in fraud

ANDREA CRANFIELD
Equity Editor
PONTIAC July 10, 2013

Recently workers from a marketing irm called Performance
Promotions have been calling small business owners. m the
area trying o sell advertising on behalf of Valu-mart in
Shawville. Valu-mart employee Joanne Dumouchel said the
store s not trying to sell advertising it a fraud,

“Alotof small businesses have beer

the promotion. When they called, Dumouchel told them it was
2 fraud but she is worried that some people may have bonght
into the scam,

ol don't know who all has been approached,” said
Dumouchel

Please see POLICE page two
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